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Minutes
Town Council Steering Committee Meeting

October 24, 2016
Town Hall Conference Room B

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM.
Present: Thomas Pope, Julie Blanchard, Richard Williams
Also present: John Elsesser, Town Manager
Absent: Lisa Thomas

2. Acceptance of Minutes:
Richard Williams moved to accept the minutes of the Steering Committee meeting on 
September 26, 2016. The motion was seconded by Julie Blanchard and carried on 
unanimous vote. 

3. Board & Commission Reports:
A number of questions were raised on the Board & Commission reports:

 Page 16 of the Board Member report shows Joyce Bonney as the Deputy 
Treasurer for the Republican Party. It should be Matthew O'Brien.

 Peter Krawetzky is shown as president for NCFVD and is no longer a resident.

 Two chiefs are shown for NCVFD. Bud Meyers should not be listed.

 The Fire Department appointments are shown as being appointed by the Town 
Council. Those appointments should be shown as being made by the 
Department. 

 On page 4 of the Board Member report Michael Cleary is listed twice for the 
same seat under Building Code of Appeals.

 David Ruth is listed as being Eastern CT Mental Health Board representative. He
has passed away so this should show as a vacancy.

 Valerie Shorts is still listed as a Justice of the Peace. This listing should be 
removed.

Laura Stone will review these issues with the Town Clerk’s office.

Thomas Pope said he is guessing that the cemeteries are church owned. John Elsesser 
replied that some are. We have town cemeteries which have a cemetery board. There is 
also one church cemetery and one private cemetery. Thomas asked who owns Center 
Cemetery. John replied it is an association that spun off from the church. Thomas noted 
that the report indicates that the church appoints people to oversee it. 

4. Reappointments:
A. Richard Williams moved to recommend the reappointment of Linda Pagliuco to the 
Cemetery Commission, term to expire 10/17/19.  The motion was seconded by Julie 
Blanchard and carried on unanimous vote. 

B. Julie Blanchard moved to recommend the reappointment of Susan Jamaitus to the 
Water Pollution Control Authority, term to expire 11/7/2018. The motion was seconded 
by Richard Williams and carried on unanimous vote.

5. Appointments:
A. Cemetery Commission – Sabino: There is no space for a Democrat on this 
Commission per guidelines set forth in the Town Charter for minority party 
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representation. The Town Manager will instruct the Town Clerk’s office to inform Ms. 
Sabino that no vacancy is available.

B. Housing Rehab/Fair Housing Commission – Pinkston: Richard Williams moved to 
table this item to the next meeting so all committee members can be present for further 
discussion. The motion was seconded by Julie Blanchard and carried on unanimous 
vote. 

6. Consideration – Acceptance of Avery Shores as a Town Road: Thomas Pope said 
the Association was looking to have this road turned over to the Town. Town staff put a 
lot of time and effort into it, and sent them a letter on September 20th. They have not 
responded. We could reject the request, drop the item from the agenda and let the 
Association raise it again if they choose to, or table the item. Julie Blanchard said the 
Town has done a lot of work on this. Plus people in neighborhood have also invested a 
large amount of time. Julie Blanchard moved to table discussion of this item, seconded 
by Richard Williams and unanimously approved.

7. Consideration - Tax abatement for Seniors: The committee reviewed a proposed draft
of a tax credit ordinance. John Elsesser said he was not at the last meeting but 
understands a question came up regarding financial impact. His understanding is that 
implementing this tax abatement program would result in $20,000-$30,000 in reduced 
revenue. Thomas Pope noted we had always intended the age in sec. 94-104 to be 65 
or older. Is the change to age 60 per state statute? John replied yes. Thomas said he 
doesn't understand the logic to accept someone at age 60 but it is in the state statute so 
we will live with it. John asked if the Council wants to bring this matter to a public 
hearing. We need to keep it moving if we want to implement the program in July. Julie 
Blanchard instructed the Town Manager to put this item on the Town Council agenda for 
November 7th. Richard Williams said he thinks this is great. The Steering Committee put 
a lot of work into this. John noted it will be very easy to administer.

8. Consideration – Policy Governing Authority to Make Inter-Fund Allocations: The 
Committee reviewed changes made to the 4th paragraph of a draft policy for this item 
per discussion at the September 2016 meeting. Richard Williams moved to recommend 
adoption of a policy governing the authority to make inter-fund allocations to the Town 
Council. The motion was seconded by Julie Blanchard and carried on unanimous vote. 

9. Consideration – Relocation of Transfer Station:  John Elsesser said we are starting 
to cost out repairing the station in place vs. costs to acquire land near the Department of 
Public Works for relocation. No action is ready for tonight. The Committee will review this
matter again at their November meeting.

10. Adjournment: Richard Williams moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:22 PM. The motion 
was seconded by Julie Blanchard and carried on unanimous vote. 

Respectfully submitted,

Laura Stone
Town Council Clerk


