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COVENTRY ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

MINUTES 

REGULAR MEETING OF TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2016 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

By:  Chicoine   Time: 7:03 p.m.    Place: Town Hall Annex  

 

 

ROLL CALL: 

  PRESENT ABSENT 

REGULAR MEMBERS: Raymond Chicoine, Chairperson X  

 Carol Chipkin X  

 JoAnn Watson, Vice Chairperson 

(Open) 

 X 

 William Riordan, Secretary X  

 Claire Twerdy  X 

ALTERNATE MEMBERS: Stephen Curtiss  X 

 Suzanne Pollinger X  

 William Bonney X  

OTHER:   Mason Perrone, Zoning Enforcement 

Officer 

X  

 

Watson has resigned her position.   

 

Pollinger was seated for Twerdy; Bonney was seated for the Open position.   

 

 

READING OF LEGAL NOTICES: 

 

Riordan, Secretary, read the legal notice.  

 

 

EXPLANATION OF PROCEDURES 

 

Chicoine, Chairperson, explained the procedures to the public.   
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PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

 

1. #16-09Z – Application of Steven J. Calhoun, applicant and owner, requesting a 

variance of Section 4.04A to allow a 5’ side yard and 40’ rear yard setback 

encroachment for the construction of a garage at 1565 North River Road (Assessor’s 

Map 5, Block 14, Lot 2A-1) GR80 Zone.  
 

Stephen Calhoun was present.  He wants to build a new garage/barn that is larger than the old 

shed that is in place that no longer suits he needs.  The new building is to be situated in the back 

corner of his lot behind the existing one.  He feels this placement makes better use of the 

property and will be aesthetically pleasing.  Once the new building is finished the existing shed 

will be demolished.   

 

Bonney asked if the owner or Staff have talked to the Sanitarian since the proposed placement is 

on the reserve septic area.  The owner was told that there would be no problem in building over 

the reserve septic area (30% of it); a new septic system, if needed, can be put in the existing area.  

Calhoun is a licensed septic system installer. 

 

Riordan asked if the building can be moved forward so as not to encroach on the reserve septic 

area.  Calhoun indicated that if he did that access to the back of the property would be cut off 

from that side of the house.   

 

Audience of Citizens: 

Joe Ostrawski, North River Road - has no objections to this proposed placement.  He owns 

property on three sides of 1565 North River.   

 

The hearing is closed. 

 

Motion: Move to approve #16-09Z – Application of Steven J. Calhoun, applicant and owner, 

requesting a variance of Section 4.04A to allow a 5’ side yard and 40’ rear yard setback 

encroachment for the construction of a garage at 1565 North River Road (Assessor’s Map 5, 

Block 14, Lot 2A-1) GR80 Zone.  

 

With the following condition:   

 That the approval of the Sanitarian to build over the reserve septic area be obtained in 

writing.  

 

Hardship:  Limited building area.    

 

By:  Chicoine      Seconded:  Chipkin 

 

For:  Chipkin, Riordan, Chicoine, Bonney, Pollinger 

Against:  None 

Abstain:  None 
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2. #16-10Z – Application of Thomas Archambault applicant, for owner John Mucha, 

requesting a variance of Sections 5.07.04(Extension/Enlargement of Nonconforming 

Structures) and 4.04A (Dimensional Standards) for the demolition and reconstruction 

of a house and garage at 285 Woodland Road (Assessor’s Map K, Block 0, Lot 89) LR 

Zone. 

 

Thomas Archambault, 281 Woodland Road, was present.  He is going to purchase and improve 

the property at 285 Woodland Road.  This property is under blight enforcement by the Town.  

Archambault submitted pictures of the property and letters in support for abutters.  His family 

has owned 281 Woodland Road since 1912 and he has been looking at this blighted property that 

has not been well-maintained for the past twenty years.  The applicant will demolish the house 

and will rebuild another structure in the future.  The current house is 750 sq. feet.  Archambault 

will build a two-story structure.  The lot coverage of the proposed structure will be 14.9%; the 

driveway will be a gravel surface. 

 

The letters from the abutters are from: 

Andy Berryann, dated September 1, 2016 

Timothy Archambault, dated August 25, 2016 

Gordon and Gregory Sanborn, 293 Woodland Road, dated August 30, 2016 

 

Audience of Citizens: 

Tom Sleva, 271 Woodland Road – is in support of the proposal.  

 

Motion: Move to approve #16-10Z – Application of Thomas Archambault applicant, for owner 

John Mucha, requesting a variance of Sections 5.07.04(Extension/Enlargement of 

Nonconforming Structures) and 4.04A (Dimensional Standards) for the demolition and 

reconstruction of a house and garage at 285 Woodland Road (Assessor’s Map K, Block 0, Lot 

89) LR Zone. 

 

Hardship:   The property pre-dates zoning regulations.   

 

By:  Chicoine      Seconded:  Riordan 

 

For:  Chipkin, Riordan, Chicoine, Bonney, Pollinger 

Against:  None 

Abstain:  None 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS:   

 

None 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

1. Approval of Minutes – July 19, 2016 meeting 
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Motion:  To approve the minutes of the July 19, 2016 meeting.  

With the following corrections: 

 

By:  Riordan   Seconded:   Chipkin 

 

For:  Chipkin, Riordan, Bonney, Chicoine, Pollinger 

Against:  None 

Abstain:  None 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Yvonne B. Filip 

    

Yvonne B. Filip, ZBA Clerk 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE: These minutes are not official until approved by the Zoning Board of Appeals 

at the next Board meeting.  Please see the next Board meeting minutes for approval or changes to 

these minutes. 


