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COVENTRY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 

June 23, 2016,  Town Hall Conference Room B 

 

 

Roll Call:  The meeting was called to order by the chair at 7:05PM. Members present were Sondra 

Stave, Bill Jobbagy, Mark Lavitt, Carol Polsky, Alex Konigsberg, Barbara Barry, Dick Giggey and 

Tim Liptrap. Sam Belsito was absent (excused) Staff present were Eric Trott and John Elsesser. 

Also present was summer intern Amanda Garrity.  

 

A motion was made by Tim Liptrap and seconded by Alex Konigsberg to accept the minutes of the 

May 26, 2016 meeting. The motion, with no corrections, was approved by all in attendance. 

 

John and Sondra reported that the library expansion committee has noted a budget reduction from 

$5.7M to $4.4M primarily due to revised construction techniques and estimates. The building plans 

remain the same.  The issue may be presented on the November ballot. 

 

Barbara and Amanda reported that they have spoken with the owner of Nathan Hale Antiques in the 

Village regarding their business connection to the farmers market. They received very positive 

feedback, and a willingness to partner with other like businesses in town. The owner will be invited 

to a future EDC meeting. 

 

Barbara and Eric reported that Jean N. and Erica P. have done a remarkable job with the Farmers 

market. The vendors and customers are very happy. 

 

John reported that the Main Street project is going well including the extended sidewalks from the 

First Church to the Library.  The Mill Brook Park gazebo should be installed in 4 weeks. The Tracy 

Mill work is proceeding on the interior rooms. A large room will be ready this year, and 

kitchen/bathrooms next year. The sidewalks in front of the High School should be constructed in 

August-September. The Lake/Cross Street project and Lake gate projects are in design work. John 

will attend the first meting of the 2016 Christmas in the Village planning group. He noted that the 

Main Street project will be in winter shut-down by the time the Village event is planned. (Dec. 4
th

) 

 

John also noted that serious discussions are proceeding with WPCA regarding the sewer capacity 

issues and the present system is near or at capacity. Any proposed project will have to recognize 

this issue and what the possible solutions may be. 

 

Eric reported that the Business Survey will be out in July. He also noted that we have planned, in 

conjunction with Bolton, the CERC EDC self-assessment project which will be done Sept. 22
nd

. He 

also mentioned that the EDC business brochure is being updated. The Coventry Arts Guild is 

proceeding with their 501(c)3 application and have planned an event called “Arts in the Park” for 

September. 

 

Eric noted the creation of the “06238” project which will be a central hub for a town-wide events 

calendar available on the internet and phone apps. It will be managed by Human Services, the 

Recreation Dept., and led by the Library staff. 
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Eric also mentioned that the Farmers Market website will be functional next week.  

 

 

 

A motion was made at 8:35 to adjourn by Tim Liptrap and seconded by Carol Polsky. 

 

The next meeting is July 28, 2016 in the Town Hall conference room B.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Bill Jobbagy 

Vice-Chair 


