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COVENTRY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 

April 28, 2016, Conference Room B 

 

Roll Call:  The meeting was called to order by the chair at 7:05PM. Members present were Sondra 

Stave, Bill Jobbagy, Mark Lavitt, Carol Polsky, Alex Konigsberg, Dick Giggey, Sam Belsito and 

Barbara Barry. Tim Liptrap arrived at 8PM.  Staff present were John Elsesser and Eric Trott.  

 

A motion was made by Carol Polsky and seconded by Alex Konigsberg to accept the minutes of the 

March 24, 2016 meeting. The motion, with no corrections, was approved by all in attendance. 

 

Sondra noted that the Library Trustees are discussion with the town the ownership issues related to 

the proposed Library expansion. 

 

Eric noted that the Framers Market planning is on target for a June 5
th

 opening.  They are 

purchasing needed items and working the events calendar, Over $10,000 of sponsorships have been 

committed to date. Parking modifications will be done to enhance pedestrian and motorist safety. 

 

Bill asked that a new item be added to the agenda at the request of PZ&C. His motion was seconded 

by Carol and approved unanimously.  The question raised was related to the pros and cons of 

allowing “Barn-side” advertising by local businesses. Currently signage is limited in size based on 

the frontage of the business.   There has only been one request for this allowance in recent times and 

the business owner did not follow through. A comment was made that a town cannot regulate art. 

Another comment noted that one bad example will result in a negative image for the town. Other 

comments related to the difficulty of both creating and enforcing regulations for this type of “sign”, 

and it was doubtful that it would be of a direct benefit to a business. The Commission agreed to 

look at signage regulations in their entirety.  

 

Following the discussion a motion was made by Bill and seconded by Mark that- There appears to 

be no economic advantage for this type of advertising, but the Commission will add a question to 

the upcoming business survey to get reaction from business owners. The motion was passed 

unanimously and the results will be communicated to P&ZC. 

 

At this point, 8PM, Alex Konigsberg left the meeting and Tim Liptrap arrived. 

 

The business survey, with some additions, is ready to go. It will be given to local businesses both 

electronically and in-person if needed. 

 

Eric shared the results of a small business forum held by CERC in Tolland and Ellington. The 

Commission agreed that this forum would be useful to us, and we need to partner with another town 

to get the required attendees. We will follow-up in the summer.  

 

Eric and John noted that the Manager’s and Director’s reports were in the agenda package. There 

were no further questions. John noted that the Laidlaw soccer field is nearly complete. It will be a 

competition level field with utilities available and better parking. Soccer tournaments are a major 

draw for families to come to Coventry. 
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Regarding the issue of attracting new businesses, John mentioned the WPCA has noted the sewer 

system at or near capacity and further development in the sewered areas will be difficult. This 

infrastructure issue deserves further attention.  

 

We need to continue to finds ways to retain and attract businesses, and linkage to the Farmers 

Market attendees is a key consideration. 

 

A motion was made at 8:50 to adjourn by Tim Liptrap and seconded by Dick Giggey. 

 

The next meeting is May 26, 2016 in the Town Hall conference room B.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Bill Jobbagy 

Vice-Chair 


