
AGENDA
COVENTRY TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

October 3, 2016
7:30 PM

 Town Hall Annex

Call To Order, Roll Call

Pledge Of Allegiance

Audience Of Citizens:
(30 minutes - 5 minutes maximum per citizen) 

Acceptance Of Minutes:

September 19, 2016 (E)

SEPTEMBER 19, 2016 WITH ATTACHMENTS.PDF

Consent Agenda:
All items listed with an asterisk (*) will be acted on by one motion.  There will be no 

separate discussion on these items unless a Council member so requests, in which 
case, the item will be removed from the consent agenda and considered in its normal 
sequence on the agenda .

Reports:

Council Chairwoman: Julie Blanchard

Council Members:

* Finance Committee: Matthew O'Brien

Steering Committee: Thomas Pope

Reappointments (E)

Cemetery Commission: Vieten (E)

STATEMENT OF INTEREST VIETEN.PDF

Planning & Zoning Commission: Pollansky (E)

STATEMENT OF INTEREST POLLANSKY.PDF

Planning & Zoning Alternate: Hall (E)

STATEMENT OF INTEREST HALL.PDF

WPCA: Murphy (E)

STATEMENT OF INTEREST MURPHY.PDF

WPCA: Wilmot (E)

STATEMENT OF INTEREST WILMOT.PDF

Appointments (E)

Board Of Assessment Appeals: Lewis (E)

STATEMENT OF INTEREST LEWIS.PDF

* Minutes, 9/26/16 (To Be Distributed)

COVRRA - John A. Elsesser:

Town Manager - John A. Elsesser:

Projects Update (E):

10-3- 16 PROJECT MEMO.PDF

* Last Green Valley Small Grant Award For Historic And Cultural Resources (E)

Unfinished Business:

New Business:

16/17-13: Consideration/Approval: Request To Purchase Town-Owned Land On Ireland 
Drive, Map Q, Block C, Lot 119 By Abutter Per Recommendation Of Planning & Zoning 
Commission (E)

IRELAND DRIVE NORWOOD GENSIC.PDF

16/17-14: Discussion With Rep. Tim Ackert: Concerns Regarding Grant House Group 
Home On Dunn Road (7:45 PM)

Miscellaneous/Correspondence:

Executive Session (E)

EXEC SESSION E.PDF

Adjournment

(E)    Denotes Enclosure

Open Participation in Public Meetings:  The Town of Coventry will provide reasonable 

accommodations to assist those with special needs to attend & participate in public 
meetings.  Contact the Town Manager’s Office at 742-6324 or e-
mail Lstone@Coventryct.org at least 48 hours in advance to discuss special needs. 
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Manager’s project update:  October 3, 2016 meeting

Below please find a brief summary and update of on-going projects.

Public Works/Engineering

1.) Survey and design complete for additional tennis court to be put out to bid for late fall

construction. Expect to bid this soon for fall work. Optional pricing for recoating existing

tennis courts will be included.

2.) Summer road work wrapping up and on track. We have pretty much spent the road bond

money (except tennis court) and most of this year’s summer road money. We decided to

defer chip seal work until spring to do additional shimming on lower Grant Hill, sections of

Brewster, Hickory (on hold due to money), Springdale, Sean Circle, Oak Leaf, Zeya and

Satari.  We are spending time on roadside mowing and curb repair too.

Other Construction projects

1) Fencing at Miller Richardson and Laidlaw is complete.

2) Lake/Cross Street project is almost at bid stage (anticipated real soon). We have received

permission to extend scope for more pavement work and need minor design work. This will

allow more pavement work on their dime. Construction inspector job advertised and

candidates interviewed. We are hiring a person who will watch lake gate and then move into

this project. For the Lake/Cross project it is an eligible project expense. Likely work will start

in fall and finish in spring.

3) Laidlaw soccer field: Seeding complete and grass is growing. Plans include over seeding

and crab grass prevention in next couple of weeks. We are getting some free advice

through a UCONN program.

4) Propane specs drafted and have been approved by school staff. Will get out now that we

know what buildings are involved.

5) Depot Road Trails grant awarded to us and contract complete; and will start the planning for

fall/spring work. Required historical review has been awarded. Matching funds for this are

from the sale of the old town garage which was set aside by Council for the Millbrook

greenway.

6) Main Street Investment Fund project continues. Our sidewalk change order work is well

underway (lighting still to come). Clock has arrived. The gazebo and bridge are complete

except landscaping. Tracy Shoddy contract is wrapping up this week, utilities installation

delayed until November now due to Main Street project delays. Started the balance of work

with budget funds in the mill building with a goal of being operational for Christmas in the

Village.

7) Continuing to work on association road concerns and the senior tax freeze for Steering.

Grants



Eagleville Aquatic invasive grant: The second treatment was implemented on July 27th and

went well.  A report on the results is due in this month.

STEAP Grants: CHS sidewalk bid came in on budget, work started this week. Lake Gate

STEAP grant permits issued and bids came in under engineer’s estimate but above grant.

Council authorized additional funds to allow project to proceed. Getting contract paperwork

completed with an Oct 17th construction start. Starting to lower the lake in anticipation of

work and have sent out publicity on it.  

DEEP open space: Williams’ property survey work found minor title issue which requires

some probate work. One heir is gathering family signatures to clear the title issue. Progress

is being made and CT DEEP is still ok.

Farmland development rights: State says we are now on deck and hope it is soon. They

had some technical survey issues which are being resolved.

We are proceeding ahead with completing the Greenbank, Clean Communities program Led

lighting program. Now we are focusing on indoor lighting replacement in the Community

Center and lodge ceiling fans. Received revised pricing and have verified grant funds are

still available. Big Update: Eversource will proceed with replacing the balance of our

streetlights and are changing to a warmer color (3000 Kelvin) to avoid the harshness of the

blueish lights (4000 Kelvin).  No time frame announced.

Staff is now planning for installing the new round of the awarded America the Beautiful grant

for a little over $10,000 to plant trees along the CHS sidewalks, replanting at Miller

Richardson and some legacy trees in the center area at Laidlaw. We are hoping for fall

planting.

Public Safety

Continuing review of dispatch options with other police departments due to the pending

upgrade of the Next Gen 911 system.   Work proceeding slowly.

New in-car computers (in last year’s budget) are being purchased. The Chief decided to

stay with tough books versus changing to tablets. Pricing out the staff vehicle in this

year’s budget now the temporary capital deferment has expired.

Fire EMS/Administrator:

We continue to work with the State Department of Public Health to transfer the

ambulance license. Revised information has been submitted to the State and they

accepted our information as a complete application. A hearing was held on Sept. 20 and

additional paperwork is required by Oct 12. The Quint has been secured for late fall

delivery. We are still finalizing the selection of a new tanker truck. The joint committee

has the selection narrowed down to a final vehicle. Lettering on both trucks will feature

“Town of Coventry Fire” with each Association’s badge decal on the doors and unique

numbering on truck (08 or 11). There is push back on this issue which may rise to the



Council level since it is not the way it has been done in the past. We are also finalizing

the contract with Comstar for billing services (need to have DPH license first).

Finance: 

Tax bills were sent out and so far the DMV issues are manageable. Still do not know the

financial impact to the Town of vehicles not garaged here. The ICE grant for computers

has been approved by Bond Commission, a 50% grant for the Town/Schools/Library and

we have be authorized to proceed so an order is being prepared. Audit work has started

and year end work is underway to close out the year. One Finance employee who was

out for 6 weeks is back.  Open Gov data was updated.

Development group:

PZC has geared up enforcement issues. Continue to work with attorney on stubborn

cases. One case which sought a corrective agreement has been non responsive for 6

months and is now going to litigation. Court action expected in several other cases. The

Court allowed the person who failed to appear in one zoning case, to now represent

himself. Another feels they are moving toward compliance but significant blight remains

and we are demanding entry into the house. EDC is working on selected sites for

concept planning approved in the July budget. 2016 Farmers Market seems to be

running well and was named number one market in state by CT magazine and 10th in the

nation by American Farmland Trust. The last summer market is 10/30.

Pushing ahead to seek authorization to allow sewer connection on RT. 44 for very limited

extension from Bolton system. Had a positive meeting with Bolton and have submitted a

formal request. They need to conduct a flow capacity test and don’t have money right

now. We are getting a price for the Bolton flow study. We held a special WPCA meeting

in August to discuss our long term sewer capacity issues and concerns and

recommended a consortium meeting in late fall. EDC conducted an Eco Dev workshop

by CERC on September 22.   Follow up is planned.

HR issues:

Negotiations with the Public Works Union are continuing. I am having our new labor

attorney review our Personnel Rules which haven’t had a major look since adopted in

1992.

Other projects:

Working with the Assessing office on the sale of town acquired property. The first trial

bid will be out the door this month, with an opening set for 10/26. With the acceptance of

the 272 acres of Rte. 6 open space I have asked staff to start planning an October

excursion for interested land use groups.

NCFD solar building permit approved and installation is finally underway.



Working with CRCOG and neighboring towns we have set up a series of meetings on the

crumbling foundation issue. Our response from the Governor was not what we had

hoped for. Consumer protection is not pursuing litigation and no task force will be

established. CRCOG is proceeding ahead to set up an ad-hoc study committee to share

experiences and get everyone on the same page. The Assessors met in early August to

develop a common methodology for establishing values for applicants followed by a

meeting of leaders and assessors in for late August. CRCOG has draft bid specs for

engineering testing and other work to try to help Towns help residents avoid fraud. An

ad-hoc steering committee continues to work on this issue.

CNG natural gas project is underway. They have finished work on Rte. 31 and started

working on Rte. 44. The gas service lines to the schools and town buildings and Rte. 31

are in place. We are being allowing to wait until April to connect. The Energy Building

committee opened bids for boiler replacement and have recommended replacement of

the oldest boilers and conversion of the connecting wing boilers. This was accepted by

the Council and the contract and financing options are being prepared. It should be

noted that the police station furnace manufacturer does not recommend conversion so

replacement is necessary and the firehouse boiler is having problems. CNG is doing the

road patching at their expense and it appears to be of high quality. We likely will defer

major road work a couple of years to allow household connections without digging up a

newly resurfaced road.

Hydrilla: DEEP’s contractor treated for Hydrilla in August. DEEP Marine enforcement

installed markers and buoys to isolate the cove area from traffic with permission of the

cove neighbors. Dr. Kortmann has conducted a pre and post treatment water analysis so

we can see the impact of the State’s treatment procedure. Initial review does not look

like the treatment cause hugely detrimental effect. It was discussed at the Lake Forum

on September 20th. CT DEEP announced they have funds to continue monitoring and

likely treatment next year also. Also Dr. Kortmann is still working on finding funding or

UCONN support for the Flyboard study. This has not seemed to be an issue this year.

Eversource presented an update at the 9/19 Council Meeting regarding the high tension

power line project in town. The work they characterized as minor vegetation removal is

really full road construction with metal replacement poles at slightly higher height. A

formal permit is required. Work will proceed if permit is granted by the State.

SolarizeCoventry: Latest program stats – 8 contracts signed to date. Several events

pending including a live installation on 10/8, solar house tour at 3 sites on 10/15, and

workshop on 11/9. Representatives are distributing literature at several upcoming events

including the 10/9 Farmers’ Market, ChiliFest and Veterans’ Day Run. Our goal is 50

more houses in this phase.  Deadline to participate is 12/1.















SUGGESTED MOTION: EXECUTIVE SESSION 1-200(6)(E)

I move that the Town Council enter into Executive Session pursuant to Connecticut General 
Statutes 1-200(6)(E)-discussion of any matter which would result in the disclosure of public 
records or the information therein contained described in sub-section (b) of Section 1-210 with 
the following people in attendance………… 




