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Town Council Steering Committee Meeting

August 22, 2016
7:00 PM

Town Hall Conference Room B

Call To Order, Roll Call

Acceptance Of Minutes:

June 27, 2016 (E)

JUNE 27, 2016 MINUTES WITH ATTACHMENTS.PDF

Reports:

Chairperson

Committee Members

Possible Recommendations/Vacancy List/Board & Commission List (E)

VACANCY REPORT - 2016-08-15.PDF
EXPIRATION REPORT (GENERATED 2016-08-15.PDF
BOARD MEMBER REPORT - 2016-08-15.PDF
BOARD DIRECTORY REPORT - 2016-08-15.PDF

Resignations/Not Wishing To Be Reappointed:

Inland Wetlands Agency: Clapp (E)

RESIGNATION CLAPP.PDF

Insurance Advisory Committee: Chipkin (E)

RESIGNATION CHIPKIN.PDF

Reappointments (E)

Inland Wetlands Agency: Mathieu (E)

STATEMENT OF INTEREST MATHIEU.PDF
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Coventry Farmers' Market Operating Committee: Weaver (E)

STATEMENT OF INTEREST WEAVER.PDF

Parks & Recreation Commission Alt: Parkinson (E)

STATEMENT OF INTEREST PARKINSON.PDF

Inland Wetlands Agency: Rosa (E)

STATEMENT OF INTEREST ROSA IWA.PDF

Ad-Hoc Coventry Lake Advisory & Monitoring Committee: Rosa (E)

STATEMENT OF INTEREST ROSA.PDF

Ad-Hoc Coventry Lake Advisory & Monitoring Committee: McNaboe (E)

STATEMENT OF INTEREST MCNABOE.PDF

Conservation Commission: Liberati (E)

STATEMENT OF INTEREST LIBERATI.PDF

Energy Conservation/Alternative Energy Committee: Hayes (E)

STATEMENT OF INTEREST HAYES.PDF

Cemetery Commission: Chapman (E)

STATEMENT OF INTEREST CHAPMAN.PDF

Consideration: Acceptance Of Avery Shores As Town Road (E)

AVERY SHORES REPORT KIEFER.PDF

Consideration: Tax Abatements For Seniors (E)

MEMO TAX ORDINANCE.PDF
TAX REDUCTION PROPOSAL ADDITIONAL THOUGHTS.PDF
TAX REDUCTION PROPOSAL.PDF
ELDERLY TAX EXEMPTION LIST.PDF

Consideration: Development Of Policy Governing Authority To Make Inter-Fund Allocations 
(E)

See item 4 of Finance Committee minutes for discussion related to this item. 
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Town of Coventry

100 Olsen Farm Road
Coventry, Connecticut06238

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

(860) 742-6588  phone
(860) 742-5467  fax

May 23, 2016

Report to the Steering Committee concerning condition of Avery Shores:

I have inspected Avery Shores in accordance with sections 6, 7 and 8 of the Town
Council Policy for acceptance of Lake Association Roads.

I find the following deficiencies:

1.) Five dead Ash Trees near the intersection of Washburn need to be removed for
     public safety.  Three Birch Trees across the street form #24 Avery Shores should  
     be removed for public safety.

2.) Traffic Signs at three locations should be upgraded to meet the MUTCD and be
      approved by the Town of Coventry Traffic Authority.

            
  1.) Dangerous Trees.                                                    2.) Deficient Traffic Sighs.
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 3.) The overall drainage system of Avery Shores needs to be toughly cleaned, is in
      disrepair and needs to be upgraded.  The catch basins that need repair do not
      have adequate sumps to filter sedimentation from entering the lake.

      
3.) Inlet to CB at intersection of Dooley Ave.     4.) Inlet to CB east end of Avery Shores

        

5.) CB top at east end structurally deficient.       6.)  CB at east end with direct discharge to lake.
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Both catch basins are structurally deficient and cannot be cleaned using the Town Vac-All.

The drainage structures located near the intersection of Washburn Ave. are raised
above the road and the cross culvert is heaved; both discharge directly to the lake.
This entire system is inadequate, structurally deficient and cannot be properly
cleaned with the Town Vac-All.  The structures should be lowered for public safety.
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4.) The condition of the road up to # 34 Avery Shores is in need of crack sealing.
      Crack sealing will seal the surface to slow further deterioration of the road.

The road from #34 Avery shores to the east end (150 feet). This section of road has
several areas that need full depth patch due alligator cracking and asphalt failure.
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The east end of the road needs to be full depth patched to keep the road safe for
public travel.
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5.) The turnaround at the east end needs to be completed and stabilized for erosion.

     The turnaround on the west end needs to be constructed as specified.

6.) Several areas of Avery Shores need the brush cut back to allow for safe travel.
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7.) Rocks and stumps should be removed from the road edge for safe public travel.

       
I have completed a thorough inspection of Avery shores, this report identifies the
areas of concern that I feel should be addressed as part of the Town acceptance.  

I would also recommend that the drainage pipes that discharge directly to the lake be
videoed for structural integrity. 

Mark Kiefer
Public Works Director
Town of Coventry 
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Laura Stone

From: John Elsesser

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2016 8:43 AM

To: Duncan J. Forsyth (forsyth@halloran-sage.com)

Cc: Laura Stone; Thomas Pope

Subject: tax reduction proposal

Attachments: tax reduction proposal.docx

Here is my crack at  the senior tax ordinance change which eliminates the lien and replaces with an outright forgiveness 

which piggybacks on the state program.  Please review for your thoughts. I will share with the Steering Committee for 

their thoughts since this is the first real discussion after reviewing your memo expressing concern with the STOP 

proposal. 

 

There may be options even in this to have some type of percentage of the state program to limit total fiscal impact….but 

some are getting it now as a lien so it would be taking away from the lien people.     

 

And the big issue is how to treat the current lienned properties.   Since one of the Council goals was to keep people here 

I thought a forgiveness over 10 years  like the PA 490 program may be appropriate….but they have not yet discussed.   It 

could be left intact,  or forgiven by  language in this ordinance ( I assume). 
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Laura Stone

From: John Elsesser

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2016 9:01 AM

To: Duncan J. Forsyth (forsyth@halloran-sage.com)

Cc: Laura Stone; Thomas Pope

Subject: RE: tax reduction proposal:  additional thoughts

Some additional information which may be helpful to Steering. 

 

The state program has 124 participants with a total reduction of $74, 761.44.    It should be noted that surprisingly there 

were 64 new applications and 60 renewals. 

Our lien program has 10 participants totaling $6,688.10 in deferral.    So changing to a full piggyback would likely have a 

$68,073.34 impact at what seems to be an fast increasing rate. 

It may warrant looking at offering a piggyback of 50% of the state ( $37,380)  and the current deferral folks would lost 

half of the current annual payments,   but would have a big past due forgiveness. 

 

Just some more thoughts 

 



 ARTICLE III. - LOCAL TAX DEFERRALREDUCTIONREDUCTION 

PROGRAM
[2]

 Sec. 94-91. - Short title.

T h i s   a r t i c l e   s h a l l   b e   k n o w n   a n d   m a y   b e   c i t e d   a s   t h e   " L o c a l   T a x   D e f e r r a l R e d u c t i o n   P r o g r a m . " 

( O r d .   N o .   2 3 6 ,   5 - 7 - 1 2 ) 

 Sec. 94-92. - Qualifying.

A l l   r e s i d e n t s   w h o   h a v e   b e e n   t a x p a y e r s   i n   t h e   t o w n   f o r   o n e   y e a r   i m m e d i a t e l y   p r e c e d i n g   t h e i r   
r e c e i p t   o f   t a x   d e f e r r a l r e d u c t i o n   b e n e f i t s   u n d e r   t h i s   s e c t i o n   a n d   m e e t   t h e   o t h e r   r e q u i r e m e n t s   i n   
t h i s   a r t i c l e   m a y   a p p l y   f o r   t h e   t o w n   l o c a l   t a x   d e f e r r a l r e d u c t i o n   p r o g r a m   o n   r e a l   p r o p e r t y   o w n e d   
a n d   o c c u p i e d   a s   t h e i r   p r i n c i p a l   r e s i d e n c e .   P r i n c i p a l   r e s i d e n c e   s h a l l   i n c l u d e   t h e   h o u s e   a n d   l o t   o n 
w h i c h   t h e   h o u s e   i s   s i t u a t e d   b u t   s h a l l   n o t   i n c l u d e   e x c e s s   a c r e a g e   a s   d e t e r m i n e d   b y   t h e   a s s e s s o r .   
U n i t   o w n e r s   o f   a   c o o p e r a t i v e ,   c o n d o m i n i u m   o r   o t h e r   c o m m o n   i n t e r e s t   o w n e r s h i p   u n i t   w i l l   a l s o   
q u a l i f y   i f   t h e y   m e e t   t h e   o t h e r   r e q u i r e m e n t s   o f   t h i s   p r o g r a m . 

( O r d .   N o .   2 3 6 ,   5 - 7 - 1 2 ) 

 Sec. 94-93. - Requirements.

A l l   a p p l i c a n t s   m u s t   b e   6 5   y e a r s   o f   a g e   b y   D e c e m b e r   3 1   o f   t h e   p r e c e d i n g   y e a r   o r   r e s i d e   w i t h   
s p o u s e s   w h o   a r e   6 5   y e a r s   o f   a g e   o r   o l d e r   b y   D e c e m b e r   3 1   o f   t h e   p r e c e d i n g   y e a r ,   o r   b e   e l i g i b l e   
i n   a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   a p p l i c a b l e   f e d e r a l   r e g u l a t i o n s   t o   r e c e i v e   p e r m a n e n t   t o t a l   d i s a b i l i t y   b e n e f i t s   
u n d e r   S o c i a l   S e c u r i t y ,   o r   h a v e   n o t   b e e n   e n g a g e d   i n   e m p l o y m e n t   c o v e r e d   b y   S o c i a l   S e c u r i t y   
a n d   a c c o r d i n g l y   h a v e   n o t   q u a l i f i e d   f o r   b e n e f i t s   t h e r e u n d e r ,   b u t   h a v e   b e c o m e   q u a l i f i e d   f o r   
p e r m a n e n t   t o t a l   d i s a b i l i t y   b e n e f i t s   u n d e r   a n y   f e d e r a l ,   s t a t e   o r   l o c a l   g o v e r n m e n t   r e t i r e m e n t   o r   
d i s a b i l i t y   p l a n ,   i n c l u d i n g   t h e   R a i l r o a d   R e t i r e m e n t   A c t   a n d   a n y   g o v e r n m e n t   r e l a t e d   t e a c h e r ' s   
r e t i r e m e n t   p l a n   i n   w h i c h   r e q u i r e m e n t s   w i t h   r e s p e c t   t o   s u c h   q u a l i f i c a t i o n s   f o r   s u c h   p e r m a n e n t   
t o t a l   d i s a b i l i t y   b e n e f i t s   a r e   c o m p a r a b l e   t o   s u c h   r e q u i r e m e n t s   u n d e r   S o c i a l   S e c u r i t y   a s   o f   
D e c e m b e r   3 1   p r e c e d i n g   a p p l i c a t i o n   w i t h   t h e   t o w n . 

( O r d .   N o .   2 3 6 ,   5 - 7 - 1 2 ) 

 Sec. 94-94. - Declaration of income; income ceilings.

A l l   a p p l i c a n t s   m u s t   d e c l a r e   a l l   s o u r c e s   o f   i n c o m e *   r e c e i v e d   d u r i n g   t h e   p r i o r   c a l e n d a r   y e a r   a s   
p a r t   o f   t h e   a p p l i c a t i o n   p r o c e s s .   T h e   i n c o m e   c e i l i n g s   f o r   p r o g r a m   q u a l i f i c a t i o n   s h a l l   b e   t h e   s a m e 
a s   t h o s e   a p p r o v e d   b y   t h e   s t a t e   o f f i c e   o f   p o l i c y   a n d   m a n a g e m e n t   f o r   t h e   h o m e o w n e r s '   -   

https://www.municode.com/library/


e l d e r l y / d i s a b l e d   ( c i r c u i t   b r e a k e r )   t a x   r e l i e f   p r o g r a m ,   a n d   s h a l l   b e   a d j u s t e d   a n n u a l l y   t o   r e f l e c t   
e a c h   y e a r ' s   c u r r e n t   i n c o m e   s t a n d a r d s ,   w h i c h   a r e   n o r m a l l y   p r e d i c a t e d   o n   t h e   c o s t   o f   l i v i n g   i n d e x 
p r o v i d e d   b y   t h e   S o c i a l   S e c u r i t y   A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 

N o t e —   * T o t a l   i n c o m e   i n c l u d e s   e a r n e d   a n d   u n e a r n e d   i n c o m e   i n c l u d i n g   b u t   n o t   l i m i t e d   t o   a l l   
i n c o m e   d e r i v e d   f r o m   w a g e s ,   S o c i a l   S e c u r i t y ,   b a n k   i n t e r e s t ,   i n t e r e s t   a n d   d i v i d e n d s   f r o m   s t o c k s   
a n d   b o n d s ,   e t c . 

( O r d .   N o .   2 3 6 ,   5 - 7 - 1 2 ) 

 Sec. 94-95. - Time period to file application.

A l l   p r o p e r t y   o w n e r s   w h o   w i s h   t o   a p p l y   f o r   t h i s   t a x   d e f e r r a l r e d u c t i o n   m a y   d o   s o   f r o m   F e b r u a r y   
1   t h r o u g h   M a y   1 5   a n n u a l l y   b y   f i l i n g   a n   a p p l i c a t i o n   w i t h   t h e   a s s e s s o r .   U p o n   a p p l i c a t i o n ,   a l l   
a p p l i c a n t s   m u s t   c o m p l e t e   a l l   o f   t h e   i n f o r m a t i o n   o n   a   f o r m   p r e p a r e d   b y   t h e   a s s e s s o r   a n d   p r o v i d e 
p r o o f   o f   a l l   f o r m s   o f   i n c o m e   f r o m   t h e   p r i o r   c a l e n d a r   y e a r .   A l l   a p p r o v e d   a p p l i c a n t s   w i l l   b e   
r e q u i r e d   t o   r e - f i l e   b i e n n i a l l y   w i t h   t h e   a s s e s s o r . 

( O r d .   N o .   2 3 6 ,   5 - 7 - 1 2 ) 

Sec. 94-96. - Lien filing upon approval of application.   Reserved for language on 

treatment of prior liend

U p o n   a p p r o v a l   o f   t h e   a p p l i c a t i o n   b y   t h e   a s s e s s o r ,   a   l i e n   s h a l l   b e   f i l e d   a n n u a l l y   b y   t h e   c o l l e c t o r   

o f   r e v e n u e   w i t h   t h e   t o w n   c l e r k .   T h i s   l i e n   w i l l   b e   f o r   t h e   a m o u n t   o f   t a x   a n n u a l l y   d e f e r r e d   w i t h   

n o   i n t e r e s t   c h a r g e .   T h i s   l i e n   s h a l l   h a v e   p r i o r i t y   i n   t h e   s e t t l e m e n t   o f   t h e   a p p l i c a n t ' s   e s t a t e . 

( O r d .   N o .   2 3 6 ,   5 - 7 - 1 2 ) 

 Sec. 94-97. - Tax adjustment based on sliding scale.

A f t e r   t h e   p r o c e s s i n g   o f   a l l   o t h e r   e x e m p t i o n s   t h a t   t h e   e l i g i b l e   a p p l i c a n t   m a y   a l s o   q u a l i f y   f o r   
( e . g . ,   v e t e r a n s   e x e m p t i o n ,   c i r c u i t   b r e a k e r ,   a d d i t i o n a l   v e t e r a n ' s   e x e m p t i o n ,   e t c . ) ,   t h e   e l i g i b l e   
a p p l i c a n t   s h a l l   r e c e i v e   a   t a x   a d j u s t m e n t   f o r   t h e   l o c a l   t a x   d e f e r r a l r e d u c t i o n   p r o g r a m   b a s e d   o n   
t h e   s l i d i n g   s c a l e   u s e d   b y   t h e   c i r c u i t   b r e a k e r   p r o g r a m . 

( O r d .   N o .   2 3 6 ,   5 - 7 - 1 2 ) 

 Sec. 94-98. - When tax deferralreduction prorated.

I n   c a s e s   w h e r e   t i t l e   t o   r e a l   p r o p e r t y   i s   r e c o r d e d   i n   t h e   n a m e   o f   t h e   t a x p a y e r   o r   h i s   o r   h e r   s p o u s e 
w h o   i s   e l i g i b l e   f o r   t a x   d e f e r r a l r e d u c t i o n   a n d   a n y   o t h e r   p e r s o n   o r   p e r s o n s ,   t h e   t a x   
d e f e r r a l r e d u c t i o n   u n d e r   t h i s   a r t i c l e   s h a l l   b e   p r o r a t e d   t o   a l l o w   a   t a x   d e f e r r a l r e d u c t i o n   e q u i v a l e n t 
t o   t h e   f r a c t i o n a l   s h a r e   i n   t h e   p r o p e r t y   o f   s u c h   t a x p a y e r   o r   s p o u s e ,   a n d   t h e   p e r s o n s   n o t   o t h e r w i s e 
e l i g i b l e   f o r   t a x   d e f e r r a l r e d u c t i o n   s h a l l   n o t   r e c e i v e   a n y   t a x   d e f e r r a l r e d u c t i o n . 



( O r d .   N o .   2 3 6 ,   5 - 7 - 1 2 ) 

 Sec. 94-99. - Applicants who are not record owners of the property.

A p p l i c a n t s   w h o   a r e   n o t   t h e   r e c o r d   o w n e r s   o f   p r o p e r t y   b u t   h a v e   a   d e e d e d   l i f e   u s e   t o   t h e i r   
r e s i d e n c e   w h i c h   r e q u i r e s   t h e   a p p l i c a n t   t o   p a y   t h e   p r o p e r t y   t a x e s   m a y   q u a l i f y   f o r   a   b e n e f i t   u n d e r 
t h i s   p r o g r a m   p r o v i d e d   t h a t   t h e   r e c o r d   o w n e r   c o n s e n t s   t o   t h e   r e q u e s t e d   t a x   d e f e r r a l r e d u c t i o n 
a n d   l i e n   u p o n   t h e   p r o p e r t y   a n d   t h a t   a p p l i c a n t s   c o m p l y   w i t h   a l l   o t h e r   r e q u i r e m e n t s . 

( O r d .   N o .   2 3 6 ,   5 - 7 - 1 2 ) 

 Sec. 94-100. - Death of beneficiary—Surviving spouse to re-file biennially.

U p o n   t h e   d e a t h   o f   a   b e n e f i c i a r y   o f   t h i s   p r o g r a m   w h o   i s   e l d e r l y ,   t h e   s u r v i v i n g   s p o u s e   m a y   
c o n t i n u e   t o   r e c e i v e   t h i s   t a x   d e f e r r a l r e d u c t i o n   i f   h e / s h e   i s   6 0   y e a r s   o f   a g e   o r   o l d e r   a s   o f   t h e   d a t e   
o f   t h e   p r i m a r y   a p p l i c a n t ' s   d e a t h .   T h e   s u r v i v i n g   s p o u s e   w i l l   b e   r e q u i r e d   t o   r e - f i l e   b i e n n i a l l y   
w i t h   t h e   a s s e s s o r   a n d   m e e t   a l l   o t h e r   p r o g r a m   e l i g i b i l i t y   g u i d e l i n e s .   S h o u l d   a   s u r v i v i n g   s p o u s e   
n o t   q u a l i f y   f o r   t h e   l o c a l   t a x   d e f e r r a l r e d u c t i o n   p r o g r a m   f o r   a n y   r e a s o n   o t h e r   t h a n   a g e ,   h e / s h e   
s h a l l   n o t   b e   e l i g i b l e   t o   c o n t i n u e   t o   r e c e i v e   t h i s   t a x   d e f e r r a l r e d u c t i o n .   T h e   s u r v i v i n g   s p o u s e   m a y 
a p p l y   a s   a   p r i m a r y   a p p l i c a n t   i f   t o t a l l y   d i s a b l e d   p r i o r   t o   r e a c h i n g   a g e   6 5   o r   u p o n   r e a c h i n g   a g e   
6 5   a s   s p e c i f i e d   i n   s e c t i o n   9 4 - 1 0 3 . 

( O r d .   N o .   2 3 6 ,   5 - 7 - 1 2 ) 

 Sec. 94-101. - Same—No surviving spouse.

U p o n   t h e   d e a t h   o f   a   q u a l i f i e d   a p p l i c a n t ,   o r   u p o n   t h e   r e c o r d i n g   o f   a n y   i n s t r u m e n t   w i t h   t h e   t o w n   
c l e r k   i n d i c a t i n g   t h a t   t h e   l o c a l   t a x   d e f e r r a l r e d u c t i o n   p r o g r a m   b e n e f i c i a r y   i s   n o   l o n g e r   t h e   
p r i m a r y   r e c i p i e n t   o f   t h e   l o c a l   t a x   d e f e r r a l r e d u c t i o n   b e n e f i t ,   ( s u c h   a s   a   t r a n s f e r   o f   t h e   t i t l e   o f   t h e 
p r o p e r t y )   a n d   t h e r e   i s   n o   s u r v i v i n g   s p o u s e   e l i g i b l e   t o   a s s u m e   c o n t i n u a t i o n   o f   t h e   b e n e f i t ,   t h e   
t a x   d e f e r r a l r e d u c t i o n   s t a t u s   s h a l l   b e   r e m o v e d   a n d   t h e   c u r r e n t   a s s e s s m e n t   f o r   t h a t   a s s e s s m e n t   
y e a r   s h a l l   b e   p r o r a t e d . 

( O r d .   N o .   2 3 6 ,   5 - 7 - 1 2 ) 

 Sec. 94-102. - Assessor to determine eligibility and calculate deferralreduction.

T h e   a s s e s s o r   s h a l l   d e t e r m i n e   t h e   e l i g i b i l i t y   o f   e a c h   p e r s o n   w h o   h a s   a p p l i e d   f o r   t h e   p r o g r a m   a n d 
s h a l l   c a l c u l a t e   t h e   t a x   d e f e r r a l r e d u c t i o n   f o r   a l l   e l i g i b l e   p e r s o n s   e x c e p t   t h a t   a   l e s s e r   
d e f e r r a l r e d u c t i o n   s h a l l   b e   m a d e   w h e n   a n d   t o   t h e   e x t e n t   r e q u i r e d   t o   e n s u r e   t h a t : 

( 1 ) 

A n y   p e r s o n   m a y   r e c e i v e   a   p r o p e r t y   t a x   d e f e r r a l r e d u c t i o n ,   e v e n   i f   s u c h   d e f e r r a l r e d u c t i o n 
e n t i r e l y   e l i m i n a t e s / p o s t p o n e s   p a y m e n t   o f   c u r r e n t   t a x e s ,   w h e n   c o m b i n e d   w i t h   a n y   

https://www.municode.com/library/ct/coventry/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH94TA_ARTIIILOTADEPR_S94-103DUDEEX


s u c h   o t h e r   t a x   r e l i e f   f o r   w h i c h   s u c h   t a x p a y e r   m a y   b e   e l i g i b l e   i n   a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   G . S . 
§ §   1 2 - 1 2 9 b ,   1 2 - 1 2 9 d   i n c l u s i v e ,   1 2 - 1 2 9 h ,   o r   1 2 - 1 7 0 a a . 

( 2 ) 

T h e   t o t a l   o f   a l l   d e f e r r a l r e d u c t i o n s   g r a n t e d   u n d e r   t h e   p r o v i s i o n s   o f   t h i s   a r t i c l e   f o r   a n y   t a x   
y e a r   s h a l l   n o t   e x c e e d   a n   a m o u n t   e q u a l   t o   o n e - h a l f   o f   o n e   p e r c e n t   o f   t h e   t o w n ' s   
c u r r e n t   a d o p t e d   o p e r a t i n g   b u d g e t   i n   e f f e c t   a s   o f   F e b r u a r y   1 .   I n   t h e   e v e n t   i t   e x c e e d s   
o n e - h a l f   p e r c e n t   o f   t h e   b u d g e t ,   t h e   t a x   d e f e r r a l r e d u c t i o n s   g i v e n   t o   e l i g i b l e   p e r s o n s   
s h a l l   b e   p r o r a t e d   u n i f o r m l y   t o   k e e p   t h e   t o t a l   a m o u n t   o f   t o w n   t a x   d e f e r r a l r e d u c t i o n 
w i t h i n   t h e   s t a t u t o r y   l i m i t   u s i n g   t h e   f o l l o w i n g   f o r m u l a : 

F O R M U L A   =   o n e - h a l f   o f   o n e   p e r c e n t   o f   t o t a l   o p e r a t i n g   b u d g e t   =   P r o r a t e   p e r c e n t   c o s t   o f   
p r o g r a m . 

( O r d .   N o .   2 3 6 ,   5 - 7 - 1 2 ) 

 Sec. 94-103. - Duration of deferralreduction; exceptions.

T h e   a m o u n t   d e f e r r e d   s h a l l   b e   d e t e r m i n e d   b y   t h e   t a x e s   o n   t h e   g r a n d   l i s t   p r e c e d i n g   t h e   
a p p l i c a t i o n   p e r i o d   a n d   r e m a i n   i n   e f f e c t   f o r   t w o   y e a r s   u n l e s s   o n e   o f   t h e   f o l l o w i n g   o c c u r s : 

( 1 ) 

I n   t h e   e v e n t   t h a t   u n d e r   a   r e v a l u a t i o n ,   a n d   b y   a p p l y i n g   t h e   c u r r e n t   m i l l   r a t e ,   t h e   t a x   o w e d   
o n   a   p r o p e r t y   u n d e r   t h i s   a r t i c l e   i s   l e s s   t h a n   t h e   d e f e r r e d   f i g u r e   g r a n t e d   u n d e r   t h i s   
a r t i c l e ,   t h e n   t h e   a s s e s s o r   s h a l l   r e - s e t   t h e   d e f e r r e d   t a x   a t   t h e   l o w e r   f i g u r e . 

( 2 ) 

I f   t h e r e   a r e   i m p r o v e m e n t s ,   c h a n g e s ,   a l t e r a t i o n s ,   o r   a d d i t i o n s   t h a t   r e s u l t   i n   a n   i n c r e a s e   i n   
t h e   a s s e s s e d   v a l u e   o f   t h e   d e f e r r e d   r e s i d e n t i a l   p r o p e r t y ,   t h e   p r o p e r t y   s h a l l   b e   
r e e v a l u a t e d   a t   t h e   d e f e r r e d   m i l l   r a t e . 

( 3 ) 

I n   t h e   e v e n t   t h e   t o t a l   d e f e r r a l r e d u c t i o n   o f   t a x e s   o f   a l l   e l i g i b l e   r e s i d e n t s   e x c e e d s   a n   
a m o u n t   g r e a t e r   t h a n   o r   e q u a l   t o   o n e - h a l f   o f   o n e   p e r c e n t   o f   t h e   t o t a l   b u d g e t   a n d   a   
p r o r a t e   i s   i m p l e m e n t e d   a s   p e r   s e c t i o n   9 4 - 1 0 2 ( 2 ) ,   t h e   d e f e r r e d   t a x   f o r   e a c h   r e c i p i e n t   
w i l l   b e   p r o r a t e d   t o   r e f l e c t   t h e   n e w   a m o u n t . 

( O r d .   N o .   2 3 6 ,   5 - 7 - 1 2 ) 

 Sec. 94-104. - Applicability.

T h i s   a r t i c l e   s h a l l   a p p l y   t o   a n n u a l   r e a l   p r o p e r t y   t a x e s   a s   a r e   d u e   a n d   p a y a b l e   f o r   t h e   f i s c a l   y e a r   
b e g i n n i n g   J u l y   1 ,   2 0 1 1 ,   a n d   a l l   s u b s e q u e n t   f i s c a l   y e a r s . 

( O r d .   N o .   2 3 6 ,   5 - 7 - 1 2 ) 

 Sec. 90-1. - Inspection fees.

https://www.municode.com/library/ct/coventry/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH94TA_ARTIIILOTADEPR_S94-102ASDEELCADE
https://www.municode.com/library/ct/coventry/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH90SU_S90-1INFE
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Minutes
Town Council Special Finance Committee Meeting

August 8, 2016
Town Hall Conference Room B

1. The meeting was called to order at 5:30 PM.
Present: Julie Blanchard, Andy Brodersen, Hannah Pietrantonio, Matthew O’Brien
Also present: John Elsesser, Town Manager; Beth Bauer, Finance Director

2. Acceptance of Minutes, July 11, 2016:
Andy Brodersen moved to accept the minutes of the Finance Committee meeting on July
11, 2016. The motion was seconded by Hannah Pietrantonio and carried with Hannah 
Pietrantonio abstaining and all other members in favor. 

3. Reports:
A. Chairman: None.

B. Committee members: None.

C. Finance Director – Beth Bauer: The big thing that happens during the month of July is
we get our first round of tax payments. We didn't have many lines of people waiting at 
the office this year. Mondays were the big days in general, and the last Friday was 
heavier. Collections went smoothly – we are not aware of any issues. The lockbox setup 
generated some returns but not a significant amount. John Elsesser said we saw one 
Facebook chat about why a person’s check didn't clear - we checked and it had cleared. 
Beth couldn't find the comment when she went to follow up so perhaps the person 
removed it. 

There is not a lot to say about the current year yet. There is nothing we are aware of that
is an exception or unusual. Matthew O’Brien asked if there was anything unanticipated 
that came in at year end. Beth replied nothing out of the ordinary. We are still processing
things. We got a payment from OPM that is the MRSA payment but it wasn't really clear 
whether it was for last year or this year. They told us we were getting $364,000 – the 
payment came in at $211,000. The description had the words “2015” on it but that 
doesn't mean it gets applied to last year. We are getting clarification. Matthew asked 
what we were expecting last year. Beth replied nothing. It has been applied to current 
year revenues. For projected balances on special revenue funds we are using budget 
numbers until much later in the year unless something obvious comes up to alter those. 

The Tax Assessor has gotten additional information from CT DMV for motor vehicle 
leasing with further reductions in our collectibles. There was a leasing company we 
always have a bill for but this time it was significant – it was a couple million which was 
far higher than we thought was reasonable. The Assessor is working with DMV to try 
and determine where the bill should properly be sent. It was in our grand list but hadn't 
been deposited at the time this report was run. It will be included in our numbers for the 
next report unless they issue a refund. John said we are suspicious - it doesn't look right,
although it was a big year for car sales. 

Matthew asked if there is any new information about the additional $22 million reduction 
in the State budget. John no – we don't think we will see anything until after the election.
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D. Board of Education reports: Matthew said he took the liberty of talking with Richard 
Williams, who had requested additional information from the Board of Education. 
Richard’s first question was what other reports does the Board of Education create and 
do we have a copy of them. Beth replied we have received nothing additional. (School 
Business Manager) Bob Carroll gave her the disbursement detail report. The Board of 
Education had not seen it. She asked Bob if there was anything else that doesn't go on 
the Board of Education agenda - he said there is maybe one other report but he did not 
provide it. Now the Board of Education has requested all communication go through 
(Board Chair) Bill Oros. Staff has been told they are under direction not to give us 
anything else. John said the report the Board has does not have electronic transfers. 
Beth said if the Council is truly interested in seeing all the things on Richard's list this
disbursement detail report covers it. Matthew said that Richard seems to agree this 
report will address his questions. If we go with this can we get it in Excel format? John 
said we don’t know. We can check. Matthew said Richard would like to get this report for
the previous 12 months and then monthly going forward. Andy noted that the report 
leads to other questions - will we get answers to those? Julie said perhaps we could 
invite the Board of Education Fiscal Committee to sit with us. Andy asked if we use 
supplier numbers. Beth replied we have vendor numbers. Andy asked if we could run a 
report on how much is spent with each vendor. John said that information is available on
OpenGov. Andy asked if it is available for the Board of Education. John said that could 
be problematic - we don't use the same software. Julie asked if the Chart of Accounts 
are the same. Beth said no. The numbers are different - their structure is different. 
Matthew asked Beth to clarify what the disbursement detail report shows. Beth replied it 
has fields for date, vendor, account number, description, amount and invoice. Matthew 
said he will recommend to the Council that this looks like a good report and to make a 
formal request to receive it. Hannah would like to request a joint meeting with the Board 
Fiscal Committee. She thinks if we approach them now to come and explain the report 
that would be helpful. Julie said historically our two boards meet three times per year but
we have only met once this past year for the audit presentation.

F. Supplemental appropriation report: Beth said the document provided with the agenda 
is the new report for this fiscal year. John noted it tells you available balance – which is a
percentage of the taxable levy. Julie asked if motor vehicle comes out whether the
supplemental appropriation will be adjusted downward. John replied no – it is tied to the 
budgeted taxable levy. It is an authorization not a blank check. Beth said the Town 
Charter says the Council can spend the money, but you have to ask whether there are 
available funds. If the taxable levy should shrink due to CT DMV issues it would make 
sense not to use the full $441,000. Matthew said we never should use it all anyway – it 
comes out of fund balance. John said the Town Manager has to certify that funds are 
available. The broader question would be when we really have a June 30th number and 
how that compares to our goal. If we have not increased our percentage which is a goal, 
then we should evaluate what other goals have been met. We are nervous about the 
lake gate project. We are heading into non-peak time to get it completed. That would be 
one project we would have to come to the Council to request funds for, or delay the 
project a year and wait for the next budget year. The project is grant funded, we could 
wait but if  we have too many projects outstanding we might not get the next one. We 
have two STEAP projects outstanding. The sidewalk project is the other one.

4. Development of Policy Governing Authority to Make Inter-Fund Allocations: 
Matthew said there are a couple things he thinks might be helpful for the Steering 
Committee to consider in the development of a policy: personnel changes or anything 
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that is going to affect a future budget, and maybe changes in excess of a certain dollar 
amount threshold. These are just suggestions. His concern is primarily the first one. He 
wants it to be useful but not too bothersome to administrate. Julie asked if we have an 
official policy. John said no. Andy said he thinks John is very good at getting us the 
information when such matters arise. Matthew asked that his recommendations be 
shared with the Steering Committee.

5. Pension Committee Minutes, July 27, 2016:
Provided for informational purposes. No discussion.

6. Adjournment:
The meeting was adjourned at 6:05 PM on a motion by Andy Brodersen, seconded by 
Hannah Pietrantonio and unanimously approved.

Respectfully submitted,

Laura Stone
Town Council Clerk



Your Sales Rep:Your Sales Rep:Your Sales Rep:Your Sales Rep: KENNETH PEREIRA

Phone:Phone:Phone:Phone:  877-658-4650   Ext: 6633

Fax:Fax:Fax:Fax: 201-843-9256

Email:Email:Email:Email: kpereira@myron.com

MS. STONE, 

Your Personalized Sales Quote

Sales Quote Number: Sales Quote Number: Sales Quote Number: Sales Quote Number: Q100511476

Current Date-Time:Current Date-Time:Current Date-Time:Current Date-Time: 2016-08-12 11:47:12

Account Number:Account Number:Account Number:Account Number: 6314249

3 easy steps to review the details of your quote: 

1. View your Products & Imprints   

Area: Front BottomFront BottomFront BottomFront Bottom

Logo:05299213

2. Verify your other quote details & pricing 

QTY Item Description Item# Your Price List Price Amount

250 2017 New England Personalized Wall Calendar  2017 - Digital Color Imprint 5C10700 $1.29 $1.29 $322.50

1 WALL CALENDAR STANDARD SETUP CHARGE 04SETWC $16.95 $16.95 $16.95

1 $9.95 ART CHARGE FREE 04ARTWC $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Merchandise TotalMerchandise TotalMerchandise TotalMerchandise Total $322.50$322.50$322.50$322.50

Imprint & Set-up ChargeImprint & Set-up ChargeImprint & Set-up ChargeImprint & Set-up Charge $16.95$16.95$16.95$16.95

2017 New England Personalized Wall Calendar 

Page 1 of 2Myron Quote
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Shipping and HandlingShipping and HandlingShipping and HandlingShipping and Handling $43.41$43.41$43.41$43.41

TaxTaxTaxTax $0.00$0.00$0.00$0.00

Quote Total Quote Total Quote Total Quote Total $382.86$382.86$382.86$382.86

Estimated Ship Date: 2016-10-01
*Est'd Ship Date is based on current Product Availability & is subject to change in the future.

Quote Status: Sales Quote

 Frequently Asked Questions

3. Check your Billing & Shipping address

Billing Address Shipping Address

MS. LAURA STONE

TOWN OF COVENTRY

1712 MAIN ST

COVENTRY, CT 062381614

(860) 742-6324 

MS. LAURA STONE

TOWN OF COVENTRY

1712 MAIN ST

COVENTRY, CT 062381614

This Quote is valid until 2016-08-26 

© Myron Corp. | 205 Maywood Avenue, Maywood, NJ 07607 | 1-877-803-3358
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