
AGENDA
COVENTRY TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

August 1, 2016
7:30 PM

 Town Hall Annex

Call To Order, Roll Call

Pledge Of Allegiance

Audience Of Citizens:
(30 minutes - 5 minutes maximum per citizen) 

Acceptance Of Minutes:

July 18, 2016 (E)

JULY 18, 2016 WITH ATTACHMENTS.PDF

Consent Agenda:
All items listed with an asterisk (*) will be acted on by one motion.  There will be no 

separate discussion on these items unless a Council member so requests, in which 
case, the item will be removed from the consent agenda and considered in its normal 
sequence on the agenda .

Reports:

Council Chairwoman: Julie Blanchard

Council Members:

* Finance Committee: Matthew O'Brien

* Steering Committee: Thomas Pope

COVRRA - John A. Elsesser:

Town Manager - John A. Elsesser:

Projects Update (E):

8-1- 16 PROJECT MEMO.PDF

Transfer Of Rt. 6 Land To Town (E)

RT. 6 LAND QUIT CLAIM.PDF

Update: Crumbling Concrete Foundations (E)

CRUMBLING FOUNDATIONS PRESENTATION-JULY 25 FINAL.PDF
AG FOUNDATIONS.PDF
CRUMBLING CONCRETE FOUNDATIONS LETTER TO PUBLIC 
OFFICIALS OF NORTHEASTERN CT 7.21.16.PDF
062116 FOUNDATION LETTER FROM TOWNS TO THE GOVERNOR.PDF

Update: Hydrilla Treatment On Coventry Lake (E)

HYDRILLA PRESENTATION COVENTRY LAKE.PDF
COVENTRY LAKE PUBLIC MEETING - HYDRILLA TREATMENT PLAN 7-
21-16.PDF

* Notification: Historic Documents Preservation Grant (E)

HISTORIC DOCUMENTS PRESERVATION GRANT NOTIFICATION.PDF

* Quarterly Reports, April - June 2016
LINK TO DOCUMENT

Unfinished Business:

15/16-113: Discussion/Possible Action: Request For Financial Information From The 
Coventry Board Of Education (To Be Discussed At August 8, 2016 Finance Committee 
Meeting - Not Ready For Action)

New Business:

16/17-4: Consideration/Possible Action: Resolution Authorizing Town Manager To 
Execute Contract Agreement With CT DEEP For Mill Brook Greenway Extension And 
Recreational Trails Grant (E)

MILL BROOK GREENWAY EXTENSION RESOLUTION AND PROJECT 
DETAILS.PDF
MILLBROOK GREENWAY EXTENSION MAP.PDF

16/17-5: Consideration/Possible Action: Resolution Authorizing Town Manager To 
Execute Lease Purchase Financing Agreement For The Purchase Of A 4x4 Backhoe 
And Two Pieces Of Fire Apparatus, A Water Tanker And A Quint; Total Not To Exceed 
$773,000 (E)

BACKHOE AND FIRE APPARATUS 8-1-2016.PDF

Miscellaneous/Correspondence:

* Community Support For Booth & Dimock Library Expansion Project (E)

LIBRARY EXPANSION PETITION.PDF
MCALEER.PDF
PHILLIPS.PDF
GARCIA.PDF

* Eastern Regional Mental Health Board (E)

EASTERN REG MENTAL HEALTH.PDF

* Eastern Regional Tourism District: 2015-16 Annual Review (E)

EASTERN REGIONAL TOURISM DISTRICT 2015-16 ANNUAL REVIEW.PDF

* Friend Of Bolton Lakes Organization: Appreciation For Town Of Coventry Hydrilla 
Eradication Efforts (E)

FRIEND OF BOLTON LAKES HYDRILLA.PDF

Executive Session:
1.    Personnel

EXEC SESSION A EMPLOYMENT.PDF

Adjournment

(E)    Denotes Enclosure

Open Participation in Public Meetings:  The Town of Coventry will provide reasonable 

accommodations to assist those with special needs to attend & participate in public 
meetings.  Contact the Town Manager’s Office at 742-6324 or e-
mail Lstone@Coventryct.org at least 48 hours in advance to discuss special needs. 
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Manager’s project update:  August 1, 2016 meeting

Below please find a brief summary and update of on-going projects:

Public Works/Engineering

1.) Survey and design complete for additional tennis court to be put out to bid for late summer

construction. Expect to bid this soon for August work. Optional pricing for recoating existing

tennis courts will be included.

2.) Summer road work is scheduled and on track. We are following up on curbing and driveway

aprons for the areas just paved. We will have spent the road bond money and most of this

year’s summer road money by the end of August. We continue road prep by Town forces

and outside contractors over getting ready for the August chip seal work including Flanders,

Flanders River, upper Grant Hill, the roads on the southerly portion of Waterfront Heights

and the CVFA parking lot. Shimming for next year’s Chip Sealing planned in August for

Richmond, Zeya, Satari, Sean Circle (plus drainage), and Oak Leaf and certain lake area

roads. We are far behind in roadside mowing and sweeping and curb repair, but doing the

best we can with our work force.   

Other Construction projects

1) Locip funds have been released which will allow contractors to complete some fencing, back

stop at Miller Richardson baseball.   Getting pricing for summer work.

2) Lake/Cross Street project is almost at bid. We have the final engineers estimate and have

some funds left in the grant and are seeking permission to add additional pavement work in

the gaps between repair sections. Construction inspector job advertised and candidates

being reviewed (on hold until project is bid).  Likely work will start in fall and finish in spring.

3) Laidlaw soccer field: Seeding complete and grass is growing. Water tank has been installed

and irrigation installed. The Laidlaw Playscape (phase one) installation contract has been

awarded funded with the savings from the senior center deck. The parking lot is still planned

 for installation as a late summer project by the town.

4) Propane specs drafted and have been approved by school staff. Will get out now that we

know what buildings are involved.

5) Depot Road Trails grant awarded to us; just got the contract, need Council authorization and

will start the planning for fall/spring work. Required historical review is being quoted.

Matching funds for this are from the sale of the old town garage which was set aside by

Council for the Millbrook greenway.

6) Main Street investment fund project continues. Our sidewalk change order work is well

underway and should be completed by the end of August. Clock has arrived. The gazebo

and bridge complete except landscaping. Tracy Shoddy contract should be complete within

the next few weeks and utilities installed in August. Now starting to cost out the balance of

work against funds in the budget.

7) Working on association road concerns and the senior tax freeze for September Steering.

Grants



Eagleville Aquatic invasive grant: We are getting funds though slightly reduced. Match was

included in proposed budget for next year. All grant paperwork in order and first application

was on July 13th and second planned for July 27th.

STEAP Grants: CHS sidewalk bid package was approved by CTDOT district and the

encroachment permit has been issued. We are expecting to get this out to bid this week.

Lake Gate STEAP grant permits issued. Needed some final value engineering to try to get it

back in budget with hopes of early August bid and Oct 1 construction start. We will wait and

see how the bids come in.

Small community water systems: Nothing new to report on project status- Received formal

grant notice and have delayed this grant at least one year while we work through some

issues with CT Water.

DEEP open space: Williams’ property survey work found minor issue which will require

some probate work. Manchester Probate court has discussed issue and asked for some

supplemental information. Found a lot of heirs which may need to sign off on the purchase.

Progress is being made.  CT DEEP is still ok with progress.

Farmland development rights:  State says we are now on deck and hope it is soon.

Still putting finishing work on grant reimbursement of $12,500 from Greenbank from Clean

Communities program. Now we are looking at indoor lighting replacement in the Community

Center. Initial pricing was over budget so the scope is being scaled back (waiting several

months now for revised pricing-keep nagging). Also was awarded another Greenbank grant

for $4,500 which will be put toward re-lamping the Town Hall in conjunction with Eversource

lighting rebate program. Still waiting on Eversource to complete the LED Pilot streetlight

project on Rt. 31/44 which missed a few lights. About 4 lights are controlled by the State and

they will ask the State if they are also willing to convert.

Staff is now planning for installing the new round of the awarded America the Beautiful grant

for a little over $10,000 to plant trees along the next phase of sidewalks, replace the next

phase of pine trees removed at Miller Richardson and some legacy trees in the center area

at Laidlaw. While it has been awarded we await final paperwork. We are hoping for fall

planting.

Public Safety

Continuing review of dispatch options with other police departments due to the pending

upgrade of the Next Gen 911 system.   Work proceeding slowly.

New in-car computers (in last year’s budget) are being purchased. The Chief and

determined to stay with tough books versus tablets. We made the NYTimes for an article

on community policing. Chief Palmer is attending the CALEA conference to be awarded

our Gold Standard accreditation. The Chief is planning on attending your August 15th

meeting to discuss his White House visit and accreditation.

Fire EMS/Administrator:



We continue to work with the State Department of Public Health to transfer the

ambulance license. Revised information has been submitted to the State. Revisions are

underway. The Quint has been secured for late fall delivery. Starting to look at tanker

trucks. Have started the five days a week service with Vintech for ambulance service.

Finalizing contract with Comstar for billing services.

Finance: 

Tax bills sent out and so far the DMV issues are manageable. ICE grant for computers

has been approved by Bond Commission, a 50% grant for the Town/Schools/Library so

an order is being readied. Audit work has started and year end work in underway to

close out the year. One Finance employee out for 6 weeks of medical leave causing

some operational strains.

Development group:

PZC has geared up enforcement issues. Continue to work with attorney on stubborn

cases. Case which sought a corrective agreement have been non responsive for 6

months and is now going to litigation. Court action expected in several other cases with

a failure to appear in on zoning case and a motion to default being prepared. EDC is

working on selected sites for concept planning approved in the July budget. 2016

Farmers Market seems to be running well.

Pushing ahead to seek authorization to allow sewer connection on RT. 44 for very limited

extension from Bolton system. Had a positive meeting with Bolton and have submitted a

formal request. They need to conduct a capacity test and don’t have money right now.

We have scheduled a special WPCA meeting in August to discuss long term sewer

capacity issues and concerns with a consortium meeting likely for fall.

EDC has arranged for CERC to run an EDC municipal leaders workshop jointly with

Bolton on September 22. Council members and PZC members can participate. Please

mark your calendars !

HR issues:

Negotiations with the Public Works Union have started and are making some progress.

Two sessions planned for August. I am having our new labor attorney review our

Personnel Rules which haven’t had a major look since adopted in 1992.

Other projects:

Working on sale of town acquired property. Rte. 6 open space transfer from CTDOT was

finalized. We picked up 272 acres of open space. I have asked staff to start planning an

early October excursion for interested land use groups.

NCFD solar building permit approved and still awaiting an installation schedule this

summer….next on the list; they claim they are working on the racking and rails.



Working with CRCOG and neighboring towns we have set up a series of meetings forum

on the crumbling foundation issue. Our response from the Governor was not what we

had hoped for. Consumer protection is not pursuing litigation and no task force will be

established. CRCOG is proceeding ahead to set up an ad-hoc study committee to share

experiences and get everyone on the same page. The Assessors are meeting in early

August to develop a common methodology for establishing values for applicants.

Meeting of leaders and assessors scheduled for late August

CNG natural gas project was approved and is underway. CNG field work is already

underway with the road work starting. They just received State permits for Rte. 31 but not

yet for and Rte. 44. The gas service lines to the schools (on school property) and Rte. 31

will be in place prior to the start of school to avoid conflicts. The Town sent letters to the

neighborhood to inform them of the construction and let them know that marketing

information by CNG is in the works. The Building committee finalizing the bid specs and

they will be out in a week or so.

Hydrilla: DEEP sponsored a forum on their treatment recommendation. About 60 people

showed up for what was a productive meeting. We know await follow-up on signage and

firm dates. They will give at least a weeks’ notice. They plan to proceed with their

consultant’s approach. They feel that the survey shows the Hydrilla has spread enough

that a broader treatment is required and they feel an early August timeframe is needed

for the growth cycle. We have asked Dr. Kortmann to conduct a pre and post treatment

water analysis so we can see the impact of the State’s treatment procedure. Also Dr.

Kortmann is still working on finding funding or UCONN support for the Flyboard study.

CT DEEP felt it did not have statewide impact so they will not fund further study.

Had a meeting with Eversource on April 1 to discuss the high tension power line project

in town. The work they characterized as minor vegetation removal is really full road

construction. Our citizens are not happy with work or communications from Eversource.

Project has come to a pause to allow design for metal replacement poles at slightly

higher height. A public hearing will be held over summer with a planned fall restart.

Rep. Ackert is now involved. I asked our power company rep for an update and a

meeting is set for 8/8.

Solarize: Back by popular demand we are offering the State sponsored Solarize

program. The official kick off will be on July 28th at the lodge at 7:30 PM. After

interviews with four firms and checking references we selected Encon for another round.

We were able to get them to drop their pricing. The other firms had marketing or

installation issues we didn’t feel comfortable with. Our goal is 50 more houses. Already

have one sign up.



























Crumbling 
Foundations 

Meeting on July 25, 2016 



Who Is Affected? 
• All towns within 30 minutes 

driving distance of the quarry 
have been affected. 

• Some towns outside the 30 
minute drive time are affected 
(Glastonbury and Andover) 

• Commercial building could be 
affected as well 

• Walls are where this is often 
first noticed, but this can affect 
slabs and footings 

 

Glastonbury 

Manchester East 
Hartford 

South 
Windsor 

East 
Windsor 

Enfield Suffield Somers Stafford Union 
Woodstock 

Ellington 

Vernon 

Tolland 
Willington 

Ashford 
Eastford 

Bolton 
Coventry Mansfield 

Chaplin 

Windham 

Columbia 

Andover 

Reportedly Affected Potentially Affected 



Why Does It Happen? 

• Presence of pyrrhotite in the concrete 

• Critical element is moisture and the interaction of pyrrhotite 
with moisture.  Homes with small amounts of pyrrhotite (less 
than 0.3%) still can experience crumbling foundations* 

 

*Information from Trois-Riviè res, Quebec: Inspector for pyrrhotite issues 



What Does It Cost to Test and Remediate? 

• $3,000 - $5,000 to test to confirm the presence of pyrrhotite  
(although other tests may be available – e.g., ultrasound, they 
are only effective on a limited basis in that they will only work if 
the crumbling has already started) 

• $100,000 - $200,000 per home for remediation (the price can 
be higher dependent on the size of the home) 



What Do We Need to Know? 
• How many are affected or could be affected?  

– New York Times reported that the quarry supplied as many as 20,000 homes 
with concrete 

– Presence of pyrrhotite does not guarantee a problem, but has the potential 
of a problem 

– Commercial buildings, bridges and other concrete structures such as 
retaining walls could be affected as well 

• What are the long term implications? 
– Reduction in municipal tax will impact mill rates 

– Depressed real estate market in Connecticut’s northeast will affect much of 
the state 

– Long-term economic impacts through a ripple affect from those who are 
currently affected or will be affected, including businesses and commercial 
buildings. 

 



Trois-Rivières, Quebec, Canada 
• Similar problem with crumbling foundations as a result of 

pyrrhotite.   

• Construction was between 1996 – 2008 

• Estimates of total impacted houses: 1800 confirmed houses 
(previously 1507). Higher estimates are up to 4000 

• Created state funded (and a recent infusion of federal funding) to 
help homeowners.  

• No aid to commercial building owners 

• Lost $13 Million in tax revenue through revaluations (1800 homes) 



Trois-Rivières, Quebec Available Aid for Homeowners 

• Insurance Program called “Homeowners’ Guarantee” 
– Construction Guarantee Insurance 

– Private insurance purchased by homeowner on new construction that 
guaranteed certain aspects of the construction, including the foundation 

– There is no known equivalent in Connecticut 

– Homes remediated: 621 

• Pyrrhotite Program  
– Local Program 

– Received State Funding ($30MM) and recently, Federal Funding ($30MM) 

– Number of homes remediated: 445, with additional federal funding, expect to 
help an addition 440 homes 



Trois-Rivières, Quebec Local Program 

• Developed in conjunction with the Quebec Housing 
Corporation (equivalent to the state’s housing authority) 

• Pays 75% of remediation costs up to $75,000 

• Building must have damage OR have 0.3% or more pyrrhotite 
as measured by volume 

• Must supply two estimates from qualified contractors 

• Must be pre-approved through the process before receiving 
any funding 

• Residential foundation or basement rehabilitation only 

 



What We Can Do?  

• Develop  a uniform  method  for determining  reductions in 
assessments for affected homes 

– Assessors are meeting on August 9th for a preliminary discussion.   

– It would be helpful for CT OPM to give concurrence to the uniform 
method so that all the towns will treat this issue in the same manner.  

– Trois-Rivières generally assesses homes at 40% of market value (e.g. 
a typical 200K house would be valued at 80K), but reviews each case 
individually to understand extent of the damage (damage may only be 
to an addition, etc.) 



What We Can Do - continued 

• Identify Qualified Inspection and Testing Services 

– RFP for approved laboratory inspection services, potentially at 
reduced costs 

– Research potential other effective methods of testing 

• Develop a Remediation Pricing Index 

– Maximum square footage costs?   

– Qualified contractors?   

– Potential pitfalls with this approach 

 



What We Can Do - continued 

• Pressure on Insurance Companies 

– Anecdotal evidence that some insurance companies will cover loss if 
presented with lawsuits (unclear under what circumstances, what 
policies or what conditions) 

– What is the ask to the Insurance Companies?  

 



Top 10 Homeowner’s Insurance Companies in CT 

Company  Premiums (in 000’s) Market Share (%) 

1 Liberty Mutual $171,952                  12.20  

2 Chubb Ltd. (2) 161,773 11.5 

3 Travelers Companies Inc. 134,350 9.5 

4 Allstate Corp. 103,590 7.4 

5 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance 73,026 5.2 

6 USAA Insurance Group 71,659 5.1 

7 Amica Mutual Insurance Co. 65,995 4.7 

8 Nationwide Mutual Group 65,221 4.6 

9 Hartford Financial Services 58,839 4.2 

10 MetLife Inc. 48,272 3.4 



What We Can Do - continued 

• Emergency Repair Fund 

– Trois-Rivières program has not covered all the affected homes, but 
the program has helped mitigate the problem 

– Administered by? 

– How funded? 

• Study and understand the long term economic impact 

– Overall  economy 

– Housing  market   

– Municipal  grand lists, etc. 

 

































Connecticut Department of 
Energy and Environmental Protection 



Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 

HYDRILLA IN COVENTRY LAKE 
Addressing the threat. 

Enter Date 
Enter Presented by 
Enter Event / Location 



Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 

HYDRILLA FOUND 

 

 

• First observation (September 23, 
2015). UConn aquatic plant 
biology class taught by Dr. 
Donald Les finds several plant 
fragments in the water near the 
launch during a field trip. The 
fragments were identified as 
Hydrilla. 

 



Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 

WHY IS HYDRILLA A CONCERN 

Hydrilla is a highly invasive aquatic plant: 

• Spreads aggressively. 

• Forms dense mats of vegetation 

• Easily outcompetes and displaces both native plants and other 
invasives (including Eurasian watermilfoil) 

• Can alter aquatic habitats 

• interferes with recreational activities 

• Very difficult to control once established 

 



Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 

IN CONNECTICUT 

 

We have an opportunity to eliminate this threat 

• Currently hydrilla is found in only a few other locations in CT, 
all with limited or no public access. 

• Coventry Lake is the first public water body in Connecticut. 

• Coventry Lake is a very popular recreational lake – potential 
for the hydrilla to be spread 

 

 



Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 

RAPID RESPONSE (begins) 

DEEP notified on September 24, 2015  

• Issues news release the following day 

• Next step. Determine source/location of plants  

• DEEP contract with lake management professionals to 
conduct an extensive survey of the lake for hydrilla and 
develop management plan 

 



Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 

RESPONSE (where’s the hydrilla) 

 

 

• Aquatic Control 
Technologies (now SOLitude 
Lake Management) & 
Northeast Aquatic Research 
(NEAR) complete survey, 
several patches found. All in 
one 9-acre area. 

 

Hydrilla located (October 30 & November 2, 2015).  



Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 

RESPONSE (what to do for 2016) 

 

December 2015 -Draft management plan and survey report 
submitted to DEEP for review. 

January 2016 -Final management plan delivered to DEEP: 

• Series of surveys for hydrilla should be conducted over the 
course of the growing season. 

• Herbicides would be most effective treatment option 
(especially when timed to kill hydrilla after this year’s plants 
have sprouted and before reproductive structures for next 
year are produced).  



Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 

RESPONSE (what to do in 2016) 

Early February 2016. 

• Management Plan sent to Town of 
Coventry 

March 2016. DEEP and town meet: 

• DEEP will move forward with plans for 
2016. 

• Town will conduct public outreach 
concerning the threat to Coventry Lake  

• A public information event would be 
scheduled prior to any treatment. 



Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 

RESPONSE (what to do in 2016) 

May-June, 2016.  

• DEEP works with contractor (SOLitude) to arrange for 2016 
surveys and herbicide treatment 

• DEEP secures funding 

Early July 2016, NEAR conducts their initial 2016 survey for 
hydrilla in Coventry Lake: 

• The hydrilla patches have expanded 

• Additional plants were found in the cove outside of the main 
patches  

• No hydrilla plants found elsewhere in the lake 



Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 

RESPONSE (what to do in 2016) 

 
July 2016. Post survey decision: 

• In light of survey results, DEEP and consultants (SOLitude Lake 
Management, NEAR) determine that herbicide treatment of 
the affected cove in late July/early August is best option 

• Town and DEEP schedule public informational event to inform 
residents of status of hydrilla and plans for treatment 



Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 

NEXT UP: 

SOLITUDE LAKE MANAGEMENT 
• HYDRILLA 

• SURVEY DETAILS 

• TREATMENT DETAILS 

 

FOLLOWED BY QUESTION & 
ANSWER SESSION 
• (DEEP & SOLitude Lake Management) 

 



Coventry Lake 
 

Proposed Hydrilla 
Management Plan 

By Dominic Meringolo 

Senior Environmental Engineer 

Territory Leader 

July 22, 2016 

Restoring Balance. Enhancing Beauty. 



Project Timeline 
 

• September 2015 – Hydrilla fragments discovered 

• October/November 2015 – Detailed survey conducted by NEAR 
& SOLitude 

• February 2016 – Survey & Management Plan Report finalized 

• June 2016 – Contract approved by CT DEEP 

• July 2016 – Hydrilla Survey conducted by NEAR – no new areas 
found, but expansion of growth in existing area. 

• July 2016 – Permit application submitted to CT DEEP – 
Pesticide Division 



Hydrilla Location 
in Coventry Lake 



Hydrilla search tracks   

October 30 / November 2, 2015  

and  July 5 & 6, 2016 



 

Searching for Hydrilla involved checking all 

Elodea beds 



 

Elodea       Hydrilla 



 





 

Hydrilla plant showing tuber and nodal roots 



 

Underwater photo of  Hydrilla bed in Coventry Lake 7-6-16 



 

Hydrilla Fragment found floating in the infested cove 7-6-16 



Management Plan 

• CT DEEP Permitting (INITIATED) 

 

• Three Hydrilla survey events (FIRST OF THREE 
COMPLETED) 

 

• Herbicide Treatment (initial round of treatment in 
known infestation area & follow-up treatments as 
needed) (TENTATIVELY PLANNED FOR EARLY 
AUGUST) 

 



TREATMENT GOAL AND PLAN 

• Minimize Hydrilla biomass 

 

• Prevent additional spread of Hydrilla 

 

• Conduct treatment after a majority of the tubers have 
sprouted, but before substantial tuber and turion 
production occurs – for the northeast, this occurs in 
late July/August. 

 

• Preventing tuber and turion production (reproductive 
structures) will reduce the infestation over time. 

 

 

 



TREATMENT GOAL AND PLAN 



TREATMENT GOAL AND PLAN 

• Initial round of treatment will be conducted with 
Aquathol-K (endothall) 

• Two applications of 1.5 ppm conducted 12-18 hours 
apart – mimics a more extended exposure time. 

• Endothall preferred over other contact herbicides 
such as Reward 

• Systemic herbicides do not provide any longer 
control of Hydrilla, are more expensive and are less 
efficient for spot-treatments. 

• Plan modeled after recent US Army Corp Efforts. 

• Follow-up treatment with endothall will be conducted 
as needed to address new areas or re-growth. 

• Discussion of water-use restrictions 

 

 



TREATMENT Experience 

• South Meadow Pond Complex – Clinton/Lancaster, 
MA 

• Tonawanda Creek/Erie Canal – Buffalo, NY 

• Mystic Lake – Barnstable, MA 

• Long Pond – Barnstable, MA 

• Hobomock Pond – Pembroke, MA 

• Silvermine River, CT 

• Various small, private waterbodies in CT 

 

 



Questions? 

solitudelakemanagement.com • 888.480.LAKE 

 

July 22, 2016 

By Dominic Meringolo 
Senior Environmental Engineer 
Territory Leader 
DMeringolo@solitudelake.com 
 

mailto:bharris@solitudelake.com
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Laura Stone

Subject: FW: Library Expansion

 

 

-----Original Message----- 

From: Julia McAleer [mailto:heartstonefarm@att.net]  

Sent: Monday, July 18, 2016 8:02 PM 

To: Julie Blanchard; Matthew OBrien; Richard Williams Jr.; Andy Brodersen; Hannah HPietrantonioTC; Thomas Pope; Lisa 

thomas 

Cc: Booth Dimock 

Subject: Library Expansion 

 

July 18, 2016 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

Please accept this letter in support of the Booth and Dimock Library expansion project.  As residents of Coventry my 

family of four has become very familiar with the library.  We attend almost all of the children’s activities and have done 

so for the last eight years.  We have come to learn that a library is not just a place to store and borrow books, but a place 

that quickly becomes the center of a community. In the children’s library my girls have made lasting friendships and I 

have met a supportive network of parents.  My children have experiences that they wouldn’t otherwise have with 

people they may not have otherwise met.  They have attended music classes, art classes, story times, science 

experiment labs, dance parties, summer reading adventures, and now an adventure camp that gets them interested and 

excited about the outdoors.  I can tell you that in this day and age there are endless amounts of activities you can sign 

your children up for and they are all expensive.  The average family is not able to provide these activities to their 

children and the library offers quality programs for free.  There is nothing else in the state that offers these kind of 

learning experiences for free.   

 

Our library, in particular, is doing such a fantastic job at providing endless amounts of opportunities for all the children 

of this community.  Over the last eight years I have watched their programming increase and with that comes an 

increase in participation.  When I first started attending story times with my daughter there were only three or four 

children who attended.  Nowadays a story time with Miss Meg can fill the entire space.  The summer programs this year 

are filling the space weekly.  This is fantastic and I love seeing more and more children excited to come to the library.   

 

I cannot begin to imagine the impact a larger and more updated space would bring to our community.  The possibilities 

are endless, especially considering the creativity that the staff of Booth and Dimock is already demonstrating.  I urge 

anyone who is skeptical to first visit our library and then perhaps visit our neighboring Mansfield Public Library and 

compare the two.  With more space and easier access, the benefits are unending. 

 

I urge the town council to to please allow the people of Coventry to vote on the Booth and Dimock library expansion 

project at referendum. 

 

Thank you for your time, 

Julia McAleer 

295 Pucker St 

Coventry CT 06238 



July 18, 2016 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

Please accept this letter in support of the Booth and Dimock Library expansion project.  As a resident of 

Coventry and also as the K-5 school Library Media Specialist in town, I can personally share countless 

reasons to support our library and the services it provides to our entire community.   

Meg Schiebel (Booth and Dimock Children’s Librarian) and Chris Carney (Booth and Dimock Teen 

Librarian) continuously make an effort to reach out to our schools to promote summer reading, Nutmeg 

Book Award novels, and free programs at the town’s library.  I see 700+ students getting excited to visit 

the library and become involved in positive, free programs that support their classroom learning.  As a 

mother of elementary age students in town, I visit these events and they are filled to, and sometimes 

exceed, capacity.   

I enter Booth and Dimock and see seniors doing puzzles, teens creating on a 3-D printer, preschoolers 

working towards reading 1,000 books before Kindergarten.  I see a place to cool off in the heat or to 

warm up in the winter for those who may not be able to afford these luxuries.  I remember during the 

extended power outages due to hurricanes, the library offering their resources as a place to use running 

water or to charge devices.  I see a calendar filled with events for the young and old.  I get excited to 

hear our tweens and teens in town looking forward to using the new sidewalks on Main St. to walk to 

the library after school or to get dropped off there by our bus company.  Students that may otherwise 

come home to empty houses until an adult is home from work.  As you can see, our library is much more 

than a place to get books.   

Just like I see the Coventry school libraries I work in as the hub of the school, the Booth and Dimock is a 

hub of our town.  A place for literature, audio, video, technology, new learning, support, programs and 

connections with others in the community.  In our schools we strive to promote 21st Century learning as 

does the Booth and Dimock, but with new additions to their building the possibilities grow greatly.  With 

the possibility of the expansion project we could look forward to a separate programming room, quiet 

study areas, meeting rooms, a larger teen zone, a new Children’s Room, and a business center!  The 

expansion is an investment in not only our Library, but our entire community presently and in the 

future.   

After much work, careful consideration and research, the Booth and Dimock staff have worked diligently 

to make this project as fiscally conservative and responsible as possible.  Therefore, I ask the Town 

Council to please allow the people of Coventry a chance to vote on the Booth and Dimock expansion 

project at referendum.   

Sincerely, 

Victoria Phillips 

16 Cindy Dr. 

Coventry, CT 

































1

Laura Stone

From: John Elsesser

Sent: Tuesday, July 26, 2016 9:16 AM

To: Andy Brodersen; Beth Bauer; Hannah HPietrantonioTC; John Elsesser; Julie Blanchard; 

Laura Stone; Lisa thomas; Matthew OBrien; Richard Williams Jr.; Thomas Pope

Subject: FW: Hydrilla in Coventry Lake

fyi 

 

From: prewokm@aol.com [mailto:prewokm@aol.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, July 26, 2016 9:06 AM 

To: John Elsesser 
Subject: Hydrilla in Coventry Lake 

 
Dear Mr Elsesser 
        I attended the meeting last week that you chaired to inform residents of the actions Coventry and DEEP are taking to combat the 
hydrilla in Coventry Lake.   I am a resident of Vernon living on Middle Bolton Lake and also a member of the Board of Directors of the 
Friends of Bolton Lakes, an organization dedicated to preserving the health of the Bolton Lakes Watershed (part of which is in 
Coventry).    
      On behalf of our membership and watershed residents I would like to thank you and your colleagues for all the work you are doing 
to prevent hyrilla from establishing a foot hold in our region.  I was truly impressed by the dedication of your group, the collaboration 
between DEEP and Coventry, the experts that you have engaged and the comprehensive approach you are taking.      
 
On behalf of the Friends of Bolton Lakes we wish you great success and please do not hesitate to let us know if we can be of 
assistance.   
 
Sincerely 
 
Karl Prewo 
135 Grier Road 
Vernon, CT 06066 
prewokm@aol.com 
m. 860 463 1757  



SUGGESTED MOTION: EXECUTIVE SESSION 1-200(6)(A)

I move that the Town Council enter into Executive Session pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes 1-
200(6)(A): discussion concerning the employment, appointment, performance, evaluation, health or 
dismissal of a public officer or employee with the following in attendance…….




